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Gelacio (patient), Arianna (daughter), and Danielle (wife).

A Guest’s Perspective
My name is Danielle. My daughter,
Arianna and I stayed at Pay-It-Forward
House while my husband, Gelacio “Jay,”
was at Kindred Hospital – Sycamore. He
had a condition called Guillian Barre
Syndrome which left him fully paralyzed
and unable to breathe on his own. He
was transferred to Kindred Hospital to
undergo treatment, which is about 40
miles away from our home in Dixon, IL.
My first impression of Pay-It-Forward
House was that it was gorgeous. I am in love
with old Victorian homes and admired it
a lot. The House was so cozy and had that
homey feeling. It was a blessing to stay here
at the House. It had everything we needed
and more. It felt like we were staying
with relatives that cared a lot about us.
Our stay was exactly what we needed. We
were able to spend our days in the hospital
visiting and being there for all the steps
and therapies that my husband was going
through. And at night we were able to walk
right across the parking lot to a welcoming
home! I was able to keep my family together
during such a hard time. Trying to juggle
a sick husband and still being a mother to
a toddler was no easy task. But the Pay-It-

Forward House helped me to keep going.
We were able to go back to the House and
have warm, real food; not just eating out
or having cafeteria food like in the other
hospital before coming to Kindred. My
daughter and I could watch TV, play a board
game, color, play outside in the back yard or
even just cuddle on the cozy bed or couch.
It was like we were home. Not just at a hotel
or housing facility. Whenever we were at the
hospital visiting, my 4 year old would ask
“can we go back to the House?” She couldn’t
take long doses of being at the hospital so
it was nice to be able to take her across the
street for a bit to unwind and be a kid.
All of the small details the House had
prepared for the guests were big surprises.
They had robes all ready in case you needed
them. They had all the toiletries you could
possibly need. One night, they even sat
out makeup remover and face cleanser
for me. It was the sweetest gesture as I
wear makeup and they knew washing my
face off before bed would help me sleep.
Arianna’s favorite surprise was Penny, the
therapy dog. She was so happy to have a
little buddy to play with and make her smile.
There was also a day that one of the workers

brought her daughter to the House for a
visit. Our daughters were the same age so it
was nice that she was able to have a friend.
The staff were there for anything. They
were willing to go the extra mile to do
whatever they could to make us more
comfortable and make the best of our stay.
Penny and Heather were so good with my
little girl. It meant the world to me to have
someone else trying to cheer her up!
The most rewarding part was being able
to read the journal of past guests. There
was something so comforting reading
what others had written and went through.
Some had been through the same thing. It
was nice to leave my story too, so future
guests can have the same comfort I did.
As of now, we are still dealing with health
issues. He has been back in the hospital for
multiple surgeries since our stay at Kindred.
But he is home now and doing well. We
are praying for no more hospital stays.
Thank you so much!
- Danielle, Arianna and Gelacio

For more on this story and guest stories like this visit: www.payitforwardhouse.org/blog/

Volunteer Spotlight
Here are just some ways the many volunteers, visitors, and donors help to make the Pay-It-Forward House successful.
Their donated time and talents are a precious resource which helps us keep Pay-It-Forward House a warm, welcoming
and comfortable home-away-from-home for our guests all year round.

Maureen
A Friendly
Face Volunteer
How did you first get involved with Pay-ItForward House/how did you hear of us?
I was initially introduced to Pay-It-Forward House
by Joyce Mathey. When I heard what Pay-It-Forward
House provided for the guests I knew I wanted to
volunteer and I have been volunteering since 2018.
Why is the work here important to you?
In the past I’ve stayed in my family member’s room
while they were in the hospital. It is very beneficial for
caregivers to be able to step away from the hospital
setting. Pay-It-Forward House gives our guests a place
to rest and relax and still be close to the hospital during
a very stressful time in their lives.
What is your favorite part about the Pay-ItForward House and the work you do here?
My favorite part of Pay-It-Forward House is being able to
help our guests while they’re staying with us. The smallest
things we do for our guest can have a big impact.

T

HANK YOU

our community for making
our 8th annual All You Can
Eat BBQ Buffet Benefit Dinner at the
Sycamore VFW another huge success!
Great food, fun, and fellowship was had
by many friends and families! First, thank
you to the members of our community
who supported this event, by joining us
at the Sycamore VFW Club or taking
meals home in the carry-out containers
provided. Second, we would like to give a
sincere thank you to Tom Ulrich and his
team at Country Store and Catering in
Sycamore and his wonderful staff for their
hard work and dedication in preparation
of the delicious food for this event and

great service during the dinner. We would
also like to thank Karla and her team at the
Sycamore VFW for hosting the event at
their facility and making all of our diners
feel welcome. And especially, thanks
again for all of our amazing volunteers
who shared their time and smiles at the
BBQ Dinner. Your participation in this
fundraiser helps continue the work we
do at Pay-It-Forward House and is an
amazing demonstration of kindness by
paying it forward and contributing to
our mission at Pay-It-Forward House, so
that families in need of a good night’s rest
because of a loved one’s illness will find a
comfortable, warm and welcoming homeaway-from-home at Pay-It-Forward House.

What is one thing you would tell someone
who had never heard of Pay-It-Forward
House before?
I would tell people that this is an incredible resource in
Sycamore which provides a place for caregivers and family
members to rest and relax and still be close to their loved
ones. What keeps me coming back is the ability to help
people when they need it most and to help maintain inside
and outside of the House so it continues to provide for
people in years to come.
What is one story that sticks out from your
time volunteering?
I had the opportunity to be volunteering when students in
from St. Mary’s Catholic School in Sycamore walked over
from school to deliver the paper products they had been
collecting. They were very excited to help out. This jus
shows even the youngest people can make a difference.

How to Become a Volunteer
We have opportunities for every person
and every schedule!





Friendly Face Volunteer
Special Event Volunteer
Group Volunteer
Cookie Committee

Visit: payitforwardhouse.org/volunteer
for more information and how to apply.

save the date

Meet Me at the Fair

JULY 19TH • 3-6PM

BLUMEN GARDENS

Bring the family out for this free event and take part in games, silent auction, singing,
dancing, face painting, balloon animals, storytelling, a bounce house and much more!

Contact us with questions about the event, volunteering,
or becoming a Corporate Sponsor.
ADA ROOM LEVEL SPONSOR: $100
CHARLES ROOM LEVEL SPONSOR: $250

EDWARD ROOM LEVEL SPONSOR: $500
SOMONAUK ROOM LEVEL SPONSOR: $1,000

Letter from Our Executive Director
As many of you know by now, I will soon be leaving Pay-It-Forward House to return to
Wisconsin to be closer to both my family and my husband’s family. While this decision
was extremely difficult as this community has so quickly felt like home to us, we are very
excited to be closer to our families and begin this next chapter in our lives.

Heather Du Vall
MEMBERS OF
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Heather Hilleshiem
President
Teresa Jacobson
Vice President
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Treasure
Kristin Miller
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Jessica A. Harrill
Member at Large

While I begin to reflect on my last days at Pay-It-Forward House, the one Core Value that
keeps coming to mind is Trust. While all our Core Values are fitting in this moment, trust
really seems to resonate the most with my emotions. This community, this organization,
this Home is full of amazing people with some the biggest hearts I have ever been so
blessed to know and call friends. There is not a doubt in my mind that this organization
will continue to do the amazing work we have been doing for the past fifteen years. Fifteen
years!! That is so amazing and such a tangible example of how a dream between friends
can blossom into something that has provided over 21,000 nights of rest to people who
truly needed a place to call home and find comfort. I am so humbled to be part of this
awe-inspiring organization’s history and to have gotten to know the guests we have served
during my time here. I trust that those that follow me in this organization will feel the
same love, inspiration, and passion for this work and they will continue leading us into a
future full of possibilities and service. I trust that our guests will always know they have a
home with us. And I trust that you will all continue to know that YOU are the reason we
can continue to do what we do.
You have all left footprints on my heart that I will carry with me through the rest of my
career and my life. You have inspired me with your actions, your generosity, and your
compassion, and for that I am truly grateful.
Until next time!

MaryLou Eubanks
Emeritus

Our Values

Joyce Mathey
Emeritus
Phil Eubanks
Emeritus
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Heather Du Vall
Executive Director
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Katie Davis
After Hours Manager Weekends
Rhonda Kleckner
After Hours Manager Weekdays

TRUST
in people’s
kindness to
others and in
their respect
for the facilities
made available
to them.

RESPECT
for all,
especially our
guests and the
physical and
emotional
fatigue they are
experiencing.

CARING
demonstrated
by a willingness
to provide as
little or as much
companionship
and support
as each guest
welcomes.

GRATITUDE
for the
generosity of
others who
make it possible
for guests to
find a place of
rest and respite.

How can you help?
Pay-It-Forward House is in need of in-kind donations.
Visit our website at:

Vanessa Saam
After Hours Manager Weekends

payitforwardhouse.org/house-needs

Penny Du Vall
Therapy Dog

to see our Amazon Wish List and other House needs. Thank you!

719 Somonauk Street, Sycamore, IL 60178
815.762.4882

Return Service Requested

Thank you for
helping us

How do I sign up?

It’s EASY!
Go to our website:

payitforwardhouse.org
Click on the News & Events tab
on the top right for the link!

About Give DeKalb County

Give DeKalb County
May 7, 2020
Give DeKalb County is a 24-hour fundraising event
designed to build community, encourage philanthropy,
connect donors to nonprofits, and raise awareness about
the nonprofit sector serving DeKalb County, IL. Donors
of all ages and walks of life are encouraged to express their
generosity on May 7, 2020. A bonus pool of funds raised
from Community Partners ensures that every donation
makes a greater impact! Give More, May 7!

