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A Guest’s Perspective
Who was the patient and what brought
you to Pay-It-Forward House?

kept. The walk out family room in
the basement was my favorite spot.

My husband, Doug Taylor, was a
patient at Kindred Hospital from
September through November 9th
of 2020. I had window visits at first
until he finally tested negative for
COVID, at which time I could visit an
hour a day. It was a long journey that
included 3 hospitals and a nursing
home. Thank God he is now home and
anticipating a full recovery in time!

There were large windows and a big
sliding glass door looking out over the
big backyard. It was nicely landscaped
with huge old growth trees and full
of wildlife. Every morning I sat in a
comfortable recliner there with my Bible
and cup of coffee. It gave me muchneeded peace during a difficult time.

While at Kindred Hospital it was such
a blessing to be able to stay at the
Pay-It-Forward House just across the
street. We live about an hour and a half
away so I loved not having that three
hours round trip of driving time!
What was your first
impression of the House?
I live in an old Victorian house
very similar to the Pay-It-Forward
House so I immediately felt at home
there. It was beautiful and well

What was the most gratifying
during your stay?
My daughter and her two young children
would come at times and loved the house
like I did. The backyard was especially
enjoyed by my two grandkids. The
kitchen was nice to cook in and saved
me a lot of money by not having to
eat out. There was plenty of room in
my bedroom for all of them to sleep
at night. My husband had his 68th
birthday after Kindred Hospital went
on quarantine. My daughter, her family
and I were able to come back to the
Pay-It-Forward House for a weekend

visit. We made a big birthday sign and
sang Happy Birthday outside of Doug’s
window. He really enjoyed that! I know
it meant the world to my husband!
What do you wish other people
knew about the House?
The house and people who took
care of the house were such a big
blessing to me and my family. I will
always be thankful for the part it
played in my husband’s recovery!
– Wanda Taylor

For other guest testimonials like this visit: www.payitforwardhouse.org/blog/

Meet the Board
Pay-It-Forward House is fortunate to have a team of Board of Directors in place that are committed and dedicated
to the values that serve our guests, our mission and our community.

Jason Blumenthal

Policy & Program Manager
for DuPage County and is
Of Counsel with Donahue
& Rose P.C., Rosemont, IL

Rich Calligan

General Manager at Hearing
Help Express in DeKalb

Karen Daleo

Vice President Regional
Trust Tax Manager at
First Midwest Bank

Cheronda Everett

Licensed IL Real Estate Broker
with Keller Williams and
a Nonprofit Consultant

“

“I was very intrigued by the
organization’s mission and
I’m excited to help, as well as
teach my children more about
serving the community.”

Associate Attorney at Foster
Buick, Attorneys at Law

Financial Advisor at
Edward Jones

Teresa Jacobson
Employee Relations
and Benefits Manager
at Heartland Bank

“

Jessica Harrill

Heather Hilleshiem

– Rich Calligan, Board Member

Meet Our Emeritus Board Members
Our Emeritus Board serves in an advisory capacity to our Board of Directors. These Founders bring a wealth of
experience and history to the Pay-It-Forward House Emeritus Board.

MaryLou
Eubanks

Phil
Eubanks

Joyce
Mathey

– Over 21,400 Nights of Rest since 2005 –
How to Become a Volunteer

We have opportunities for every person and
every schedule!
 Friendly Face Volunteer
 Special Event Volunteer
 Group Volunteer
Visit: payitforwardhouse.org/volunteer
for more information and how to apply.

PLEASE HELP US SPREAD THE
WORD ABOUT OUR MISSION
 / PayItForwardHouse

“LIKE” & “SHARE” Our Postings!

Letter from Our Executive Director
Happy Spring! I thought I would share a bit about me and my involvement with Pay-ItForward House. My husband and I moved to Sycamore nearly 6 years ago from Arlington,
Virginia. John, a career Naval Officer had just retired after 30 years on active duty and
had accepted a position at Northern Illinois University. Since my husband and I are both
originally from the “East Coast” of Iowa, we were excited to get back to the Midwest after
making so many moves throughout the United States and abroad.

Lisa Heckmann
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Settling into what would become the 18th house we would call home in our 30+ years of
marriage, I was ready to get know and become involved in our new community. I attended
a volunteer orientation at Pay-It-Forward House and knew immediately I wanted to be
involved with this organization. I was welcomed right off the bat and the idea of helping
families in their time of need, reminded me of the work I did as a Case Manager with the
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society while living in the DC area. I first volunteered as a
Friendly Face at the House, welcoming and registering guests. Then, I became involved in
the Meet Me at the Fair, VFW Dinner and Pie fundraiser committees. Occasionally, I would
help the office staff with data entry or special projects. I stepped into the Administrative
Assistant job when there was an opening three years ago and have worked alongside former
Executive Directors Joyce Mathey, Heather Du Vall and LaVerne Mathews.
Currently serving as the Interim Executive Director, I am so grateful for the opportunity
to continue to serve our guest families. Their heartfelt appreciation for this home is a true
testament to the generous support of our volunteers, donors and community. A community
that is always willing to step up and show such great support to not only Pay-It-Forward
House but for so many area nonprofits. This is exemplified on the yearly Give DeKalb
County Day which will be observed on May 6, 2021 of this year.
With gratitude,
Lisa

Our Values
TRUST
in people’s
kindness to
others and in
their respect
for the facilities
made available
to them.

RESPECT
for all,
especially our
guests and the
physical and
emotional
fatigue they are
experiencing.

CARING
demonstrated
by a willingness
to provide as
little or as much
companionship
and support
as each guest
welcomes.

GRATITUDE
for the
generosity of
others who
make it possible
for guests to
find a place of
rest and respite.

How can you help?
Pay-It-Forward House is in need of in-kind donations.
Visit our website at:
payitforwardhouse.org/house-needs

to see our Amazon Wish List and other House needs. Thank you!

719 Somonauk Street, Sycamore, IL 60178
815.762.4882

Return Service Requested

Thank you for
helping us

How do I sign up?

It’s EASY!
Go to our website:

payitforwardhouse.org
Click on the News & Events tab
on the top right for the link!

About Give DeKalb County

Give DeKalb County
May 6, 2021
Give DeKalb County is a 24-hour fundraising event
designed to build community, encourage philanthropy,
connect donors to nonprofits, and raise awareness about
the nonprofit sector serving DeKalb County, IL. Donors
of all ages and walks of life are encouraged to express their
generosity on May 6, 2021. A bonus pool of funds raised
from Community Partners ensures that every donation
makes a greater impact!
givedekalbcounty.org/organizations/pay-it-forward-house-nfp

