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Looking forward

The Pay-It-Forward House Board Directors 
recently held a community round table to 
discuss the ongoing search for a new Pay-It-
Forward House and the direction of the Pay-It-
Forward House organization going forward. 
Board members touched on the zoning 
restrictions and the hot real estate market that 
have slowed the search. Community members 
and volunteers joined in the discussion and 
offered up questions and ideas on possible 

avenues for finding the next house. The Board 
encouraged  and appreciated the open dialogue 
and exchange of ideas.  The Directors remarked 
they remain committed to finding the next 
house and welcome any information that might 
be helpful in the ongoing house search. 

In celebration of Volunteer Appreciation 
Week, volunteers were also recognized for their 
contributions and commitment to the Pay-It-
Forward House organization.  



Our guests say it best…

Since 2005, Pay-It-Forward House 
has provided over 21,920 nights 
of rest to guests in need.

Pay-It-Forward House, NFP 
serves patient families from 
medical facilities from all areas 
of  DeKalb County, Illinois.

“I drove alone from close to St. Louis, Missouri to be here in Sycamore. My 
boyfriend of over 8 years sustained a spinal cord injury in a fall…. He has had 
several close calls with infections & internal issues …he had stopped eating. 
He was lonely, scared and declining fast. I knew if I could get to him, I could 
help him…Pay-It-Forward House literally helped me save his life. He wasn’t 
ready for me to leave and I could not afford to stay. Pay-It-Forward House 
found me a room…I was overwhelmed with joy. Rick’s face lit up when I told 
him I was staying longer. God bless those that contribute to the Pay-It-Forward 
House. Made the impossible, possible for us. God bless and thank you.” 

- Debbie

“I greatly appreciated your quick response and following up with me 
in my time of need. My wife is getting better, and thanks to you I was 
able to stay close by to be there only minutes away from the hospital 
while they cared for her day & night. That meant the world to me, 
and I will be forever grateful to you and all that you have done.”

-Timothy

On May 5th, Pay-It-Forward House will be participating in Give DeKalb County 2022. With the 
cancellation of our annual VFW dinners and Meet Me At the Fair events these past two years, we 
are grateful for the opportunity to participate in this fundraising event. On this day your donated 

dollars go even further. If Pay-It-Forward House raises 2% of the Give DeKalb County grand total, 
we will receive 2% of the Bonus Pool…if we raise 5%, we receive 5% of the Bonus Pool.

This 24-hour online giving day also allows donors to give by mail if postmarked April 21 – May 5.

Give DeKalb County May 5th, 2022
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Jason Blumenthal

Letter from our Board President

Dear Friends,

As we begin to get into warmer weather, and hopefully the end of the

COVID-19 Pandemic, I write with high hopes that the remainder of 2022

will continue to be a better year for all of us, especially the Pay-It-Forward

House as we work to continue our mission to serve those in need of

assistance during their hardest times.

I wanted to take a minute and give an update from the Board of Directors

on the direction the Pay-It-Forward House will be going in this next year.

Our number one priority is finding a new permanent location to better

serve our guests. The Board is actively looking for a house that conforms

within the local laws for a hospitality house while ensuring it meets all the

needs of our organization. This process has been difficult due to the

current housing market, but that is not stopping our efforts in the slightest.

If anyone is aware of a house that may meet the needs of our organization,

please feel free to contact us and give suggestions. This is a community

effort to find our new home.

Another large aspect the Board will be working on is finding a permanent

Executive Director. We are beyond blessed that Lisa Heckmann has served

as our Interim Executive Director for as long as she has and she has

knocked it out of the park, but it is time to get her some help. In the next

month, the Board will begin a search to find a new Executive Director to

run the day-to-day operations of the Pay-It-Forward House. Please be on

the look out for a job posting and we ask that you might be able to share it

within your circles.

The Board is forever grateful for your patience as we work through this

pivot. We are also, so appreciative of your faithful commitment during

Give Dekalb County, which in turn supports our mission – providing a

good night’s rest for loved ones of patients receiving medical treatment in

DeKalb County.

Gratefully,

Jason
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Winner, Winner it’s a Drive through Dinner!

Pay-It-Forward House will be hosting a Drive 
Through dinner on Wed., Sept. 21, 2022 at the 
Sycamore United Methodist Church located at 

160 Johnson Ave, Sycamore, IL. Tickets will need 
to be purchased a week in advance for this event.

Follow us on Facebook for details.

https://www.facebook.com/PayItForwardHouse

Save the date – Sept. 21, 2022 

Thank you for  
helpingus

How do Isign up?

It’sEASY!
Go to ourwebsite:

https://payitforwardhouse.org
Click on the News & Events tab, then 

click Newsletters tab.

September
2022


